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WORKING TOGETHER
TO PROTECT THE
GUIANA SHIELD

The Guiana Shield is a unique
ecosystem of crucial importance for
the planet
From Venezuela to Brazil, the Guiana Shield is a 2
billion years old geological formation covered by a vast
expanse of intact rainforest. This unique ecosystem
is home to an incredibly rich biodiversity with many
endemic species. Between the Orinoco and Amazon
rivers, it is criss-crossed by thousands of creeks and
rivers that contain 10 to 15% of the global freshwater
resources. The Guiana Shield ecosystem plays a crucial
role in regulating the world’s climate, by absorbing and
storing CO2 in its forests that are still covering most
part of the region (about 90%).

The Guiana Shield is increasingly
threatened
While deforestation has historically remained quite
low in the Guiana Shield (between 0.02% and 0.1%
annually), the demographic pressure is growing,
together with stakes of socio-economic development
and need for forest land conversion. Previously
untouched forest areas are now being fragmented for
its highly coveted gold and other mining resources,
exploitation of which has disastrous effect on the forest
cover and on the quality of watercourses. In such a
context of deforestation drivers with high opportunity
cost, it will become increasingly difficult for the Guiana
Shield countries to keep their deforestation low.

REDD+ FOR
THE GUIANA SHIELD PROJECT

TOWARDS REGIONAL
COLLABORATION :
A PROGRESSIVE APPROACH
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REDD+ for the Guiana Shield is a three years technical
cooperation project, implementation of which started
in 2013. Financed with an amount of 2.7 million
Euro by FFEM, FEDER Interreg, Région Guyane and
ONF, it brings together governmental forestry and
environmental services of Guyana, Suriname, French
Guiana and Amapá State of Brazil.

SOME TECHNICAL OUTPUTS :
•

•

Giving a regional perspective to
improve REDD+ efficiency
The four partner territories are sharing the same
ecosystem. They have borders in common where
pressures on natural resources are often exacerbated.
Through the REDD+ for the Guiana Shield project,
partners reinforce themselves reciprocally in their own
REDD+ processes, thanks to sharing experiences and
good practices. In addition, collaborative approaches
enable partners to develop a shared and continuous
understanding of the regional ecosystem and
deforestation dynamics that are threatening it. Taking
a global view and applying a regional perspective is
key for REDD+ efficiency in a region where migratory
flows facilitate displacement of deforestation threats
from one territory to another.

Technical topics for collaboration
The project focus is to strengthen partners’
understanding of REDD+ related technical topics,
to improve their capacity for meeting international
requirements for REDD+ MRV:
• Methodologies for forest cover monitoring and
carbon stock assessment
• Understanding of drivers of deforestation and
forest degradation
• Modelling of future deforestation

•
•
•

Regional collaborative study on
“Monitoring the impact of gold mining
on the forest cover and freshwater in the
Guiana Shield”;
Technical training sessions on Synthetic
Aperture Radar (SAR) remote sensing data
Network of experts on tree species
identification in the Guiana Shield;
Model of future deforestation in the
Guiana Shield;
Other

Guyana, Suriname, French Guiana and the Brazilian state of Amapá together possess around 50 million hectares
of forest in the Guiana Shield. With the long-term objective to improve forest governance, land-use planning and
natural resources management, they have decided to come together in collaboration.
The project is working with a non-intrusive approach, respecting the differences between all partner territories and
their right to sovereign choices (including technical and methodological choices). Cooperation is not only serving the
regional perspective, it is implemented in a way that answers countries’ needs and priorities and enables national
reinforcement. Thanks to the REDD+ for the Guiana Shield project, governmental forestry services in the Guiana
Shield are now connected through a network of technicians in a multi-partners platform.

1

Encourage a culture of “working together”, create a
regional experts network and multiply opportunities
to meet and discuss

Working Group Meetings
Regional Workshops

2

Reinforce capacities and transfer technologies

Technical Training Sessions
Development of Regional Tools

3

Develop and implement regional methodologies

Regional Collaborative Studies

4

Encourage dialogue on regional results

Regional Dialogue Meetings
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Implementing institution: ONF International
employing a project team based in different project territories (5 staff)

FUTURE COOPERATION IN THE GUIANA SHIELD
Against a backdrop of broad administrative and cultural diversity in a region where no two countries speak the same
language, the REDD+ for the Guiana Shield project took on the challenging task to initiate a feasible cooperation
model. After 3 years of successful implementation in the region, a culture of “working together” has been established
between countries, a dynamic worth building further upon.
The REDD+ for the Guiana Shield project is ending in December 2015. Partners express willingness to continue
regional collaboration with the same non-intrusive and progressive approach. They are now conceptualizing and
fundraising for a new project to be centred on Regional Collaborative Outputs. Towards a Regional Forest Monitoring
System, this project would enable to both support national needs and to put things into a regional perspective,
encouraging harmonized decisions.

CLIMATE CHANGE MITIGATION COLLABORATE
DEVELOPMENT HARMONIZE POLICIES AND PRACTICES
MAINTAIN THE GUIANA SHIELD AS AN HFLD REGION BIODIVERSITY
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES AND LOCAL COMMUNITIES EMPOWERMENT
SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT CULTURAL DIVERSITY

Do you want to know more?
Please, visit the REDD+ for the Guiana Shield website to download reports and read
more about project activities and outputs : WWW.REDDGUIANASHIELD.COM
Feel free to contact :
REDD+ for the Guiana Shield Project Manager
Marie Calmel :

You got this folder from :

marie.calmel@onfinternational.com

ONF Guyane :
www.onf.fr/guyane/@@index.html

ONF International :
contact@onfinternational.com
www.onfinternational.com
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